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President Claxton’s Truman Doctrine
	The end of the second World War saw superpower nations going into Cold War and this period was characterized by a fast-spreading Soviet-style revolutionary communism that Russia adopted to gain more influence on nations especially those that possessed critical resources which the Soviet Union wanted to exploit. The U.S. had interests of taking global leadership roles in protecting free peoples and as a result, then-President Harry S. Truman decided to employ the Truman Doctrine in March of 1947 (Merrill, 2006). This paper aims to give a summary of events that led to President Claxton’s use of the Truman Doctrine and discuss the specific actions taken by President Truman during his time of service. The paper will also discuss the impacts of the Truman Doctrine to the U.S. and to other nations including the benefits and drawbacks of the doctrine. The main aim of creating the Truman Doctrine was to provide military, economic, and polical support to all democratic nations that were facing threats from authoritarian forces.
Events leading to the Truman Doctrine
	The formation of the Truman Doctrine was influenced by Greek’s civil war where the nation’s government was fighting against the Greek Communist Party hence prompting the U.S. to provide assistance to the nation at a period when they needed it the most (Bostdorff, 2008). This came at a time when the British Government had turned its back on Greece by withdrawing its economic and military assistance. According to Byrnes (2014), Truman made a critical decision by suggesting that the U.S. government provide support to the desperate Greek Government during their fight with Communist. He requested the Congress to also support Greek’s neighboring nation, Turkey which had no foreign aid since the British Government had also withdrawn its support. Turkey was also being influenced to give out some of its straights for Soviet Union to get connected to the Mediterranean Sea hence improve on its transport system. During this period, the U.S. Government strongly believed that the Greek war was backed up by the Soviet Union who aimed at influencing the Greek policy once the Communists prevailed (Bostdorff, 2008). This made total containment the main policy of the U.S. as it aimed prevent the sprawl of communism, especially among weaker nations.   
	Several factors influenced Truman’s decision of total containment including; the deteriorating relationship of the nation with the Soviet Union, the possibility of the Soviet Union engaging in affairs specific to Greek and Turkey, and the withdrawal of foreign aid by the British Government (Byrnes, 2014). These factors provided a good opportunity for the Truman Administration to refocus the nation’s foreign policy. Consequently, Truman’s request to Congress included a sum of $400,000,000 in relief to both governments (McGhee, 2016). Additionally, Truman requested the dispatch of the necessary equipment including military and civilian personnel to the nations. Truman justified his actions by arguing that the victory of Communists over the Greek government will compromise Turkey’s political stability and in turn, the political stability of the entire Middle East would be compromised hence affecting the U.S. national security (Byrnes, 2014). He also justified his actions by stating that the nation was obliged to support free peoples in their fight against totalitarian regimes who threaten global peace and the U.S. security.
Effects of the Truman Doctrine to U.S., Greece, and Turkey
	After the U.S. successfully salvaged both Greece and Turkey from being victims to the Soviet Union’s communism, it extended the practice to be the foundation of American Cold War policy in Europe and the world at large. According to Merrill (2006), the policy served to halt communism for almost 44 years through different presidents and eventually, the decline of the Soviet Union was realized in the year 1991. Both Greece and Turkey later joined the North Atlantic Trade Organization (NATO) which promised guaranteed support and protection from possible exploitations by the Soviet Union. With that being said, President Truman’s Doctrine initiated the start of the Cold War between the U.S and the Soviet Union.
Advantages and Disadvantages of the Truman Doctrine
	Among the positive aspects of President Truman’s Doctrine include a collection defensive of programs to defend North Atlantic and the creation of peaceful programs in several nations (Merrill, 2006). Additionally, the creation of NATO resulted in the realization of support and protection among member states in case an attack or calamity occurs. More countries that were on the verge of collapse also achieved political stability as the U.S. went on with its mission to contain communism. The main disadvantage of the approach, however, was the fact that President Truman started a Cold War with their rivals, Soviet Union and this placed both nations in critical terms. 
Conclusion
	To sum up, President Truman decided to enforce total containment to prevent the eminent sprawl of communism culture from the Soviet Union to weaker nations. As a result, Truman decided to provide financial aid to Greece to help it fight against the Communist party in the country (Bostdorff, 2008). This move was vital in preventing further spread of communism since Greece’s instability could directly impact Turkey, and eventually affect the entire Middle East. The success of the containment was good news to most nations especially Turkey and Greece while the formation of NATO protected all its members. The US, however, began the Cold War with the Soviet Union through their containment process.
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